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NEW SECTION: News about the Environment

Higher Learning Adapts To a Greening Attitude
Students Lead Drive Reshaping Curricula
By Susan Kinzie

Washington Post Staff Writer
Sunday, June 22, 2008; Page A0l

The environmental fervor sweeping college campuseg™:
has reached beyond the push to recycle plasticefied
organic food and is transforming the curriculum,

permeating classrooms, academic majors and expens
new research institutes.

TheUniversity of Marylandeaches "green" real estate j
strategies for landscape architects. Tmversity of
Virginia's business graduate students recently createdg
way to generate power in rural Indian villages with U
discarded rice husks. And inGaitholic University

architecture studio last week, students displageds |
for homes made from discarded shipping containers. |

"It should be part of everything we do," said Ligia
Johnson, a Catholic student whose plan for the
Kenilworth neighborhood in Northeast Washington
included roofs that collect rainwater and grow jdaand
trees.

What was once a fringe interest, perhaps seemmngly

A N, Catholic University student Sara Lotz prepares
fad, has become fully entrenched in academic life,  photo ideas for building homes from discarded

shipping containers in an architecture class. (By

university officials say, affecting not just howsdents 5,70, "1 ccher For The washington Post)

live but what they learn and, as graduates, how Wik

X Enlarge Photo
change workplaces and neighborhoods.

TOOLBOX
At George Washington Universitgst month, many DT Resize Text Save/Share +
students pinned green ribbons on their graduatibes print This £ mail This
or their recycled-cotton caps and signed pledgé¢ake
their commitment to environmentalism into theirgob comment @

Concern about the environment has waxed and waned i

the past few decades, said GWU Presigaten o e e oo i 10 e & comment.
Knapp But with fears of climate change and high gas  Login | Register

prices, "the situation has become dire enoughpaple @ wny po i Have to Log In Again?

are focused on it," Knapp said. "Energy is costipugh

that people are focused on it. We really think thise, [*#] Discussion Policy

it's here to stay. WHO'S BLOGGING  powered by Spherae
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For years, student activists have demanded

Advertisement

environmentally friendly changes, prompting univigrsfficials to reevaluate how they heat
classrooms, water campus greens and buy light bElestburg State University in Western

Maryland, for instance, has a wind-powered genegagtation.Johns Hopkins Universitis
planning to build its own heat and power generator.

Students are also driving the academic push thafusing curriculum and research with an

environmental consciousness.

For those who are skeptical about global warmindytaink that the current trend is often too

alarmist, the changes carry risk. "It discreditesce,” said Richard Lindzen, a professo
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meteorology aMIT . "It's propaganda,” he added, with opposing viemjsararely explored.

"I think it's getting a little out of proportionh¢ emphasis on the environment," said Donald
J. Boudreaux, chairman of the economics departatg€btorge Mason UniversitHe said
people increasingly look at environmental issuesoat as a religion, with unquestioning
belief, rather than thinking critically about sdific evidence or economic issues.

But many school officials say there's a growingssrsus about climate change. "Three or
four years ago, | would hear that from people, giabal warming's a fraud," said Randall
Ott, architecture dean at Catholic. "l don't héwat at all now," especially from students. In
his view, he said, "the evidence is overwhelmingnd very troubling. We at our university
feel a certain ethical mission to be operativelis issue."

Hundreds of university presidents have signeddimerican Collegeand University
Presidents Climate Commitment, pledging to takeédeship on eliminating greenhouse
gases. In 2006, the group now called the Associdtiothe Advancement of Sustainability
in Higher Education had about 35 members. Nowstrare than 500.
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