Meet the Beneficials:

Natural Enemies of Garden Pests

Pl'edatoﬁl-um, attack, and kill their prey.

Encourage these natural enemies by avoiding
pesticides that kill them; choosing plants that provide
them pollen, nectar, and shelter; and keeping ants out
of pest infested plants. Common predators thar eat

garden pests are pictured below.

Comvergent lady beethes prefier to eat apheds but sometimes eat whiteflies and other soft-bodied insects
Shown here are the adult (lefrl, larva (center), and cluster of eggs (right).

Green lacewing adults cac Green lacewing larvae feed on Green lacewing eggs are lid on Predacecus ground beetle adults  Predaceous ground beetle larvas
nectar and pollen. Some species  rites, eggs, and small ingects, shender stalks in groups (as shown  stalk soil-dwelling insects, suchas  ve-on soil and m lirrer, feedeng on
also eat insects, expecially aphids, heere) or individually, cutworms and root maggot. almast any invertebrate,

Assassin bugs artack alrost any Pirmohulu.ld:m;mdmy Damsel bugs are predaceous on  Soldier beetle adults car mostly Spiders, ncluding this crab

insect. tiny intect, especially thrips. a wide vasiery of small insects. aphidy; their larvae are soil-dwelling.  spider, artack all rypes of intects.
Paruiusli-nnd.
feed in or on a larger
animal (host). Nearly
all insect pests have
Wﬂﬂhﬂh\.mﬂ) Syrphid fiy Larvas cat mastly m“
adults eat polien and rectar. aphads but alss soft-bodied insects, : 2 Parasitired aphids die and turn
Insects that parasitize Into crusty “mummies” that can
other invertebrates be black or besge. The hole in
sarmetimes call the mummy at left indicates a
{ymﬂt:ﬂi]:l::ndﬁc parasice has emerged. The aphid
in the mmiddle is healthy.
only in their immature nd
stages and kill their
) host just as they reach %_.
Sixypotted thrips attack mostly maturity, Mast insect —)‘ﬁ
mites. parasites are host-
specific wasps or flies, oLy {uﬁ.
and many are so small - _,7/ /ﬁr%\
that often you won't see
ﬁlmlnld!:kplmu o fox ke cycle: The
can lay eggs in hundreds adult lays an egg in an aphid. The
of host individuals e hatches into a larva thas feeds
with a resulting quick © inude. After killing the aphid, the
Adults of predatory wasps, Praying mantids don't control reduction in pest © wasp larva pupates then emerges
such as this paper wasp. preyon  pesta, because they eat both Amber 53 Waip,

caterpallars and other insects. beneficials and pests. o




